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DECEMBER 11
ST DAMASUS, POPE, CONFESSOR

(A.D. 384)

[Prom his works, St Jerom, Rufin, and Anastasius in the Pontifical. See Tillexnont t. viii p 386.
Ceillier, t. vi. p. 455. Abbate Anton. Merenda, in the new edition of this pope's work*, which
he published at Rome, in folio, anno. 1754, in which he gives the life of this pope in annals.}

POPE DAMASUS is said in the Pontifical to have been a Spaniard; which
may be true of his extraction, but Tillemont and Merenda show that he
seems to have been born at Rome.   His father, whose name was Antony,
either after the death of his wife or by her free consent, engaged himself
in an ecclesiastical state, and was successively reader, deacon, and priest,
of the title or parish Church of, St Laurence, in Rome,   Damasus served
in the sacred ministry in the same church and always lived in a perfect
state of continence, as St Jerom assures us.   When Liberius was banished
by Constantius to Beroea, in 354, he was archdeacon of the Roman church,
and attended him into exile, but immediately returned to Rome.   Liberius
at length was prevailed upon to sign a confession of faith in which the
word consubstantial was omitted.   After his return from banishment he
constantly held communion with St Athanasius, as is clear from that holy
man's letter to the bishops of Egypt in 360.   He condemned and annulled
the decrees of the council of Rimini, by a letter which he wrote to those
bishops, mentioned by Siricius.1   Liberius, after this, lay hid some time in
the vaults of the cemeteries for fear of the persecutors, as we learn from
Sozomen,2 Prosper, in his chronicle,3 Lucifer of Cagliari,4 and Anastasius,
in the life of Pope Julius.   Thus he repaired the fault which he had com-
mitted by his subscription.   All this time Damasus had a great share in
the government of the church, and doubtless animated the zeal of the pope*
Liberius died on the a4th of September 366, and Damasus, who was
then sixty years old, was chosen Bishop of Rome and ordained in the basilica
of Lucina, otherwise called St Laurence's, which title he bore before his
pontificate.   Soon after Ursinus, called by some moderns Ursicinus, who
could not bear that St Damasus should be preferred before him, got
together a crowd of disorderly and seditious people in the Church of
Sicin, commonly called the Liberian basilica, now St Mary Major, and
persuaded Paul, Bishop of Tibur, now Tivoil, a dull, ignorant man, to
ordain him Bishop of Rome, contrary to the ancient canons, which require
three bishops for the ordination of a bishop, and to the ancient custom of
the Roman church, whose bishop was to be consecrated by the Bishop of
Ostia, as Baronius and Tillemont observe.    Juventius, prefect of Rome,
banished Ursinus and some others of his party*   Seven priests* who adhered

1 SHcms, Ep- ad Himer. Terrac.                   * Soz. lib. iv. c. xi et 19.

* See this chronicle, published entire by Canisxns, ed, Basaac. t. L
4 Lucifer adv. Constantium.